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Expert advice

DIY DILEMMAS

Whatever your DIY problem, House Doctor’s handyman Jake Robinson has the solution

Jake’s guide
to... refreshing
your bathroom

JAKE
ROBINSON

HOWDOIPREVENT
ANOTHERTV DRAMA?
Irecentlyfixed a42inplasma
screen TVto my plasterboard
partitionwall, butsoon after
came hometofinditonthe
floor. Luckily, myinsurance
companyisgoingtoreplace
it,buthow should lattachmy
new television to make sureit
doesn’tfall off again?

Dave Chalmers, Guilford

Jake says Carefully! Plasterboard
partition walls aren’t designed to

carry heavy weights, so you must fix

the screen’s wall-mounted bracket

into the timber joists behind. First,
choose a spot foryour screen. Next,
positionits bracket against the
plasterboard accordingly, draw around
it before cutting out the board within the
outline. Now look for the joists — they’ll be
40cm or 60cm apart, depending onthe
age of your building. If you're lucky, you
cansimply replace the board and fix the
mount straightinto the joists. If, however,
thejoists don’t correspond with where
you're putting the screen, you'llhave to
attach noggings (lengths of timber)
horizontally between the joists, then
replace the board, make good and screw
the bracketinto the noggings.

ISTHERESUCHATHINGAS
CHILD-FRIENDLY FLOORING?
We wanttoreplace our grubby old
carpetsbutare unsure about what
toreplace them with-especially
aswe havetwo
childrenaged four
and ssix. Please can
you advise us?
LisaBurns, Chester

Jake says Realwood

orlaminate flooring
isagreat choiceifyou
have kids. The best
realwood flooring
youcangetisoak,
andElement 7
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Realsolutions

www.element7.co.uk) offersagoodrange
inavariety of finishes and different widths
(make sure you see some samples before
you choose). Laminate flooringiseven
more durable, cheaperand won’tscratch
like oak. Laminates can be bought from
large DIY chains or flooring specialists
suchasFloors-2-go (0121 359 0234;
www.floors2go.co.uk), which stocks

the Havana Wild Beech laminate flooring
(below left), costing £8.99 per m?.

HOW CANWECLEARA
STUBBORN BLOCKED PIPE?
I’ve justmoved house and the waste
pipe atthe side of the propertyis
blocked. My neighbourand lhave
tried unblocking it withahosepipe
and broom handle, but with noluck.
We asked local plumbing companies
buttheir prices are extortionate.
Whatdoyousuggestwetry?

Brian Williams, Manchester

Jake says [t might be worth trying rods.
You can hire or buy them from your local
DIY shop. They generally come with two
attachments: oneisaplungerandthe
other has bristles on. Both screw into
the end of the rods to help unblock and
remove any debris. If this doesn’'t work,
the cause of the blockage might be
astructural defect, in which case you
willneedto callin the professionals —
they canuse CCTV drain surveyingto
diagnose the problem.
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